2o8                 TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
off the railway from Eski-Shehir and Kutahia and
Afion-Kara-Hissar, but their strategy failed to enable
them to catch and destroy the Turkish main armies
which, being very mobile, slipped away. The Turks
made a counter-attack and failed and began to retreat.
On the I4th of August in the torrid heat that eats up
the land of Anatolia, the Greeks moved all their troops
in a great concentrated advance on Angora. They
pushed the Turks in front of them until they reached
the Sakkaria river. This was the last obstacle between
them and the Nationalist capital. There across the
river they fought a tremendous battle where the issue
was constantly in doubt. Both sides fought with a
fierce courage. The percentage of casualties was very
high. Neither side had a moral superiority over the
other, for the Greeks despised the Turks, and the Turks
sneered at the Greeks as their old subjects. Both were
full of the venom of an hereditary hatred. As a whole
It appeared that, in contradiction to previous experience,
the Greek soldier surpassed the Turk. In the matter of
staffs and commanders the Turks were far the superior.
The Turks held their ground. The Greeks came
marching back over the Sakkaria river and formed up in
order. Unharassed to any extent by the enemy, they
retired back across Anatolia, By the end of September
they had taken up the position they had prepared in
July, in front of Eski-Shehir and Afion-Kara-Hissar and
the railway.
In these military operations the Greeks fell into an
error that has been repeated throughout history. The
whole and only object of military manoeuvres is to pin